
FreshFest Students and Families,  
 
By now I’m sure you have all seen the message from the Chancellor about the fall 
opening plan. We have been in close contact with our partners at the Office of First Year 
and Transfer Programs throughout the Syracuse Welcome planning process. Syracuse 
Hillel is committed to providing an excellent FreshFest experience to the class of 2024 so 
that students still get the best possible welcome to Hillel, Jewish life, and Syracuse 
University.  
 
Given the new dates for residential instruction, FreshFest will be moved to August 17-
19 (with move in being Monday, August 17). We will adhere to any and all social 
distancing guidelines put in place by the University and public health officials. As we 
have shared with many of you, much of our program is already conducive to social 
distancing so the core of the program will not be affected.  
 
However, as mentioned in an email from the Office of First Year and Transfer Programs, 
students should plan to bring no more than two parent/family members to campus for 
move-in. Parents and family members are encouraged to leave campus immediately 
following move-in. As a result we will not be holding our typical in-person welcome 
breakfast. Parents/families should plan to depart after the conclusion of the move-in 
process (Monday evening or early Tuesday morning) and know that Syracuse Hillel and 
Syracuse University will be here to ensure a warm, exciting, and seamless arrival to 
campus. We will also be offering virtual opportunities for parents and families to engage 
with Syracuse Hillel and the University over the summer and early in the fall semester. 
 
We will continue to work with our partners at the University and will send any updates 
as new details become available.  
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Jessica Lemons at jmlemons@syr.edu.  
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